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the Palmetto, repulsed the attack of a British fleet under
the command of Sir Peter Parker, and when the State of South
Carolina was organized, the State seal, which was first used in
May 1777, was made to commemorate this victory. A palm-tree
growing erect on the seashore represents the strength of the
fort, while at its base an oak-tree torn from the ground and
deprived of its branches recalls the British fleet built of oak
timber overcome by the Palmetto.1
cultivation.—It is remarkable that Sabal palmetto, which
might be expected .to be the hardiest of all arborescent palms,
has remained comparatively rare in gardens. A plant has long
been cultivated in the Palm House of the Royal Gardens at
Kew and the species is said to be established in Ceylon. In
California, where nearly all the palms of temperate regions
grow vigorously, it has not proved a success. It is cultivated
in the gardens of Southern France and the Riviera, where the
tree is known under the names of Sabal umbraculifera and
Sabal Giesbregktii.
Beccari recommends the introduction and acclimatization of
this palm in the vast barren marshes of southern Italy and
Sicily, not only because the Cabbage Palmetto is propagated
very easily, but also on account of its economic uses.
illustration.—The Cabbage Palmetto of Plate XXXI is
growing at Peradeniya. I have to thank Mr. Macmillan for
taking the photograph.
3. Safcal mauritiseformis Gr. and Wendl. in Griseb. FL Brit- West.
Ind. 514; Drude in Engl. und Prantl Pflanzenf. I, 36, f. 27; Becc. in
Webbia II (1907) 61. Trithrinax mauriticeformis Karsten in Flora
vol. 28 (1856) 244 and in Fl. Columb. Sp. select II, 137, t. CLXXII. Sabal
glnucescens Lodd. ex Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 247? fide Griseb.
name.—Savannah Palm.
description.—Trunk cylindric, columnar, distinctly annular-
cicatricose (the rings 6 inches distant), 60-80 feet high, 12 inches
in diameter. Leaves very large. Petiole long and comparatively
slender, fugaceously furfuraceo-cinerescent on the lower side,
about 1-J- inches broad, much depressed, flat above in the upper
part, slightly convex on the underside with the margins very
acute. LlguJe well developed, 2 inches long; rhachis considerably
elongate and arcuate. Limb quite glabrous, measuring-about
1 John 3>rayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution, IT, 372.

